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Three-dimensional DSMC calculation and heat transfer analysis

of four capsules for-hypersonic rarefied conditions

WANG Bao-guo, EI Yao-hua, QIAN Geng
(School of Aerospace Engineerings Beijing Institute of Technology. Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Hypersonic rarefied flow field of four vehicles (Apollo, Orion, Mars Path-
finder and Mars Microprobe) in the atmosphere of Earth and Mars was calculated using the
DSMC(direct simulation Monte Carlo) source code compiled by us. Detailed aerodynamic co-
efficients and thermodynamic coefficients of these vehicles under 42 conditions (with the alti-
tude from 250km to 90 km, attack angle from 45° to —45°, Knudsen number from 111.0 to
0.0057, velocity from 7. 6 km/s to 9. 6 km/s for the Earth atmosphere; with the altitude
from 141. 8km to 80. 28 km, attack angle from 45° to 0°, Knudsen number from 100. 0 to
0.0546, velocity from 7. 47km/s to 6. 908 km/s for the Mars atmosphere) were presented and
compared with flight data announced by other countries and calculation results published by
NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration) Langley Research Center. The re-
sults are satisfactory. Three-dimensionless parameters were used to describe the characteris-
tics of thermodynamic non-equilibrium, chemical non-equilibrium and wall heat flux of these
four typical vehicles respectively. These results are quite useful for thermal protection design

of spacecrafts.
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Table 1 Free stream conditions of Apollo
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Fig. 3 Configuration of Apollo

TH h/km n-/10" m™* o- /107" (kg/m*) T./K T./K o /()
1 200 8.9996 3.2829 1026 234 —25
2 170 22.702 8. 7777 892 300 —25
3 150 53.055 21. 383 733 373 —25
4 135 131. 49 54. 862 564 474 —25
5 125 305. 98 131. 00 433 589 —25
6 115 985. 62 435.75 304 795 —25
7 105 5094.7 2364.0 208 1029 0
8 105 5094.7 2364.0 208 1029 10
9 105 5094.7 2364.0 208 1029 45
10 100 11898 5582.4 194 1146 —25
11 90 70755 33848 188 1436 —25
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Table 2 Species and Knudsen number for Apollo reentry

TH h/km  Kn. Xo, X, Xo

1 200 44.74 0.03146 0.45476 0.51378
2 170 17.74 0.04354 0.54820 0.40826
3 150  7.59  0.05461 0.61557 0.32982
4 135  3.06  0.06593 0.67158 0.26248
5 125 1.32  0.07679 0.71171 0.21150
6 115  0.408 0.09779 0.75386 0.14835
7 105 0.081 0.15808 0.78319 0.05873
8§ 105 0.081 0.15808 0.78319 0.05873
9 105 0.081 0.15808 0.78319 0.05873
10 100 0.0338 0.17683 0.78440 0.03877
11 90  0.0057 0.20905 0.78748 0.00347
W& 2% b RATEE, Kne 83K 89 Knudsen %,

Xo, + X,  Xo AHIEHE 0. N 5 O ZEHERA R K 1y
Hofo).

AR SC TR Tk B Apollo SR S
9. 6km/s, 3K 1 45 T ARB G A FrEH 114K
T ORISR & 1. 222 4l T AR & AT TR0
T Knudsen %t 7% [ #] \Apollo [ K17 FR4% J&
E 13K R )2 A T i Ak 27 SO A SR T SCER 5
FF R B 5 410 CRI N, , O, \NOYN Fl O) 173
TG I N7 R AF A S BT S B R 2374, R
VW)
N, + MoNA4N + M
0, + MO+ 0+ M
NO + MeN+ 0O+ M
N, + O<NO+ N
NO + O<=N+ O, (D
O+0=0,
N-+N+N, =N, + N,
N+N+O=N,+0
N+ N+ 0O = N-+NO
Ao M ARG R R0 flf fE T, X M= N;, O,
NO,N,O. 848, 5 3CHRL5 A9 M0 AH 1 X B ER %
& T A TTIR] A B B R S R AR N =2 A A
T E AR
Kl 4 ~K 4o 545 11 A AT TR
T AN 2=0 &) A Coverall) oy B 2%
MBEE T S5 (2511 K.

yim
=]

yim

y/m
o

5
{ Level T/K
45/\(%\\\ %\ \ 15 17000.0
f ,/”//f\‘“ﬂs N/ 14 157857
oL 7~ J / 13 145714
;i / 12 13357.1
11 121429
10 10928.6
9 971429
8 8500.00
7 728571
6 607143
5 4857.14
4 364286
3 242857
2121429
10
4%\ \N}“ ) Level T/K
I ) /7 15 170000
Wi/ /7 14 15785.7
i / N A 13 145714
W7 ‘ 12 13357.1
11 121429
10 10928.6
9 971429
8 8500.00
7 728571
6 607143
5 4857.14
4 364286
3 242857
2 121429
10
Level T/K
15 170000
14 157857
13 145714
12 13357.1
11121429
10 109286
9 971429
8 850000
7 7285.71
6 607143
5 4857.14
4 364286
3 242857
2 121429
a/m 0
4 Level T/K
15 20000.0
14 187143
13 174286
2 12161429
11 14857.1
10 135714
9 122857
8 110000
7 971429
2 6 842857
5 714286
4 5857.14
4 3 457143
: 2 328571
—4 1 2000.00

(d) 135 km, -25°




6 o= 3 N % 26 %
IA’\"H T?‘K 4 — Level '”K
15 20000.0 i 15 20000.0
14 187143 14 18585.7
17428.6 N 13 171714
16142.9 12 15757.1
14857.1 11 143429
135714 10 129286
122857 E0F 9 115143
11000.0 i g 10100.0
9714.29 | 7 8685.71
8428.57 -2+ 6 727143
7142.86 - 5 5857.14
5857.14 i 4 444286
457143 -4 3 302857
3285.71 L —! . ! : 2 1614.29
2000.00 -4 2 0 2 4 6 120000
xm aim
(¢) 125 km, —25° (i) 105 km, 45°
aF Tevel TIK
Level T/K - 12 18000.0
9 18000.0 11 16363.6
8 16000.0 10 14727.3
7 14000.0 13090.9
6 12000.0 11454.5
5 10000.0 O818.18
4 8000.0 8181.82
3 6000.0 6545.45
2 4000.0 4909.09
1 20000 3272.73
1636.36
0
~ Level g{(()[](]
AMevel K — 15 18400,
! ’///// \____# 195 200000 17099.1
i /ﬁ 14 185920, 3 157983
I / /?;?///f‘% - —;,\ 13 171857 14497 .4
27 i 12 157786 13196.6
11 143714 11895.7
10 12964.3 10594.9
Eo0r 9 11557.1 9294.0
o 10150.0 7993.14
- 7 874286 6692.29
2 6 733571 5391.43
I 5 592857 4090.57
. 4 452143 2789.71
-4 3 311429 1488.86
4 : 2 1707.14 188.00
afm 1 300.00 (k) 90 km, -25°
(2) 105 km, 0°
Bl 4 R EITTHTBEE THMEL MK
Fig. 4 Temperature contours of different flight cases
Level T/IK
41 15 200000
i 14 185929 K T e SR
r 17185.7
2r 157786 T3l t&T, + 6T 2
L 143714 34646
12964.3 . . S "
£0 11557.1 XH T, , T, # T, 53 54CR V-3 3l 224 5 L 7%
; 0| gyl B IR R S B R R 8 5 & A BIAG
=20 ;;;g;‘ KA MBS AR E. K 5 ~K 5(c) 41
I 4521.43 W T B RN 125 km, KATI AR K —25° T.00 I
3114.29 sy sy . .
_: + 1707.14 ¥ZJJ{E'J§ Ttr\%zjjﬁlg Tr %ﬂyﬁdjﬂg Tv %{E%%
300.00

(h) 105 km,

10°

B oA L 5 (A 45 T Apollo 84076 1% T. 1%
T 3 R A 2 1 0 A A



L] EAORE A PURD AT # S8 A = 4E DSMC 338 5 i 7

Level T /K 4k Level T, /K
15 300000 ! /v_\ 3 o114
14 28000.0 3 2 3214
13 260000 LY 3 864286
12 240000 , v, L 7964.29
11220000 — 3 ( - 7285.71
10 20000.0 6607.14
9 18000.0 5928.57
8 16000.0 5250.00
7140000 4571.43
6 120000 3892.86
5 10000.0 3214.29
4 §000.0 2535.71
3 60000 1857.14
240000 1178.57
1 2000.0 500.00
alm xfm

Level Fi(m/s)
15 9500.0
14 88250
13 8150.0
12 7475.0
11 6800.0
10 6125.0
9 5450.0
8 4775.0

4100.0
3425.0
5 2750.0
2075.0

3 1400.0

2
1

7250
50.0

| / (
: - (d) L
(c) HRahilirE \\-\\ \F i ///,/»\ /
I S
B 5 R 125 km\iﬁ‘rﬁaf\mﬂsﬂd‘\@,,f;m@ AL

Fig.5" T, 3T, T and ve e value, zi\l\fiftrde;—}%ﬁli}n, attack angle=—25°
o =
. ) ~ .
3 ﬂﬁi%%%ﬁnn | |
B 5

Orion crew modu!e,E‘J) 5’[}%%«)(&35%)3_‘"‘11[1 &l ; :
6 L3P 7 s, PRI IR oK U B AU Bk L —
51525 Knudsen BRI 3 5% 4 241, GRA T 5 T 5 ]k-asie

1 0.4812 23615 24264 | R =6.0350
0.7126 25146 27203 | R=0.2515
3 0.8477 24752 2.8630 -

4 3.2785 0.9266 57451 R 0.0508
5 33020 | 08838 | 57961 | #ifii:m
6

C

3.3020 Y

3.3020 0 6.6799
& 1.3333 0.2414

B 7 Orion i 32 2 R ~F 448
Fig. 7 Configuration of Orion

A S BT B Orion KR EFE =2 7. 6
km/s, % 34 TR BT E M 13 &~ T T
LR BRI AR 3R 4 4 T AR AT T Y
Knudsen %, 713 0% K 5 4100 23 Foo )% b B9
TR (DS . B 8(a) ~ & 8(m) 4y Bl 45 i
ZEAA) 13 A AT O T Fm () ==0 A8k

[ 6 Orion 1 = 4E4ME EER B AERE TS EL MK B T i
Fig. 6 Schematic of Orion MGEREN




VAR N

% 26 &

£3 Orion WERSH

Table 3 Free stream conditions of Orion

T h/km n./10"m? o-/107" (kg/m*) T../K T./K /()
12 250 2.8210 9.4248 1124 144 0
13 250 2.8210 9.4248 1124 144 —26
14 220 5.4532 19.180 1077 172 —26
15 200 8.9996 32. 829 1026 197 —26
16 180 16. 146 61. 220 947 230 —26
17 160 33. 470 132.07 822 278 —26
18 140 93.526 385. 48 625 364 —26
19 125 305. 98 1310.0 433 494 —26
20 115 985. 62 4357.5 304 618 —26
21 105 4975.9 23004 211 760 0
22 105 4975.9 23004 211 760 —26
23 105 4975.9 23004 211 760 —145
24 100 11898 55874 194 849 —26
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Table 5 Free stream conditions of Mars Pathfinder
T h/km p- /107" (kg/m*) T./K Kn. Re.. a. /() V../(m/s)
25 141.8 2.8351 300 100 1 0, 7463.1
26 141. 8 2.8351 300 100 1 10 7463.1
27 141.8 2.8351 300 100 1 15 7463.1
28 119.0 56. 344 470 5.03 16 0 7468.6
29 119.0 56. 344 470 5..03 16 10 7468. 6
30 119. 56. 344 470 503 16 15 7468.6
31 95.-0 1375.9 750 0. 206 390 0 7479.5
32 95.0 13875.9 750 0. 206 390 10 7479.5
33 95.0 1375.9 750 0. 206 390 15 7479.5
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Table 6 Free stream conditions of Marz Microprobe

T8 h/km o-/107" (kg/m*) T.. /K T./K Kn. a /() V.. /(m/s)
34 126. 69 2.1000 171.3 300 79.5 0 6909
35 126. 69 2.1000 171.3 300 79.5 30 6909
36 126. 69 2.1000 171. 3 300 79.5 45 6909
37 100. 61 170. 66 138.7 500 1.26 0 6921
38 100. 61 170. 66 138.7 500 1. 26 30 6921
39 100. 61 170. 66 138.7 500 1.26 45 6921
40 80. 28 3928.7 134.3 900 0.0546 0 6908
41 80. 28 3928.7 134.3 900 0.0546 30 6908
42 80. 28 3928.7 134.3 900 0.0546 45 6908
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Table 7 Comparison of calculation results for Apollo

T THE C. C.
A3 1.7655 0
! Moss 1.775 0
AL 1.724 0.157
’ Moss 1.734 0.154
AL 1.082 0.6458
’ Moss 1.077 0. 639

£ 8 OrioniTELERHELE

Table 8 Comparison of calculation results for Orion

TH R C. o Canro
AR 3L 2.083 0 0
12
Moss
AL 1.708  %-0.8883 0.1294
e Moss 1.714 —0. 798 0.117
A3 1.7863 \—0.7994 \ 0-1192
H Moss 1. 711 +0.793 0117
AL 1.5075  #0.4163 0.1202
# Moss 1. 465 —0.327 0.114
AR 1.081  —0.6561 0.1901
z Moss 1.051 —0.558 0.182

% 9 Mars Pathfinder it & 4 2 LL &

Table 9 Comparison of calculation results

for Mars Pathfinder

T A C. Ca
A3 1.9313 0
31
Moss 1. 883 0
AL 1.8747 0. 236
32
Moss 1. 830 0.207
AL 1.8192 0. 347
33
Moss 1.771 0. 307
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Table 10 Comparison of calculation results

for Mars Microprobe

T HE C. o Cuo
AL 1.6319 0 0
40
Moss 1.536 0.001  —0.0013
AR 1.2458  0.6376  —0.2960
" Moss 1. 180 0. 607 —0.2838
AL 0.9471  0.7822 —0.3705
42 Moss 0. 904 0.734  —0.3525
7 & it
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F B C gl i WA~ AR P R Sk (19 ] 5 48 30y
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JEH A AT CY AT HBEAE 5~9km/s YD
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WENO(weighted essential non-oscillatory) #% =,
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